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The Importance of Religious Freedom  
Our country is built on freedom,  and I think that people should be able to choose their 

own type of religion. It is stated in the First Amendment to the United States Constitution, that 
the freedom of religion prevents our government from forcing citizens to practice any single kind 
of religion, and because of this,  we now have many differing types of religions . These religions 
range from Catholicism to  Hinduism. The definition of religion  is : A set of beliefs that a person 
has to their God or Gods. Being a Christian myself,  I believe that I am very lucky to live in a 
country where I won’t  be ridiculed or persecuted for my beliefs. I am lucky that I can attend a 
Catholic church, even if my friends are Lutheran. No one has ever told me that it is wrong to 
believe in God, to be a Christian, or to believe in Jesus Christ, because I have the freedom of 
whatever religion I choose for myself, and whatever I believe in, no one else has the right to 
change.  
 What is Religious Freedom? According to Wikipedia, Freedom of Religion is a principle 
that supports the freedom of an individual or community, in public or private, to manifest religion 
or belief in teaching, practice, worship, and observance. It also includes the freedom to change 
one’s religion or belief. Freedom of Religion is considered a fundamental human right.  
 Who first created the idea of Religious Freedom? While the idea of Religious Freedom 
came from the Classical and Judeo-Christian traditions, it became a major political issue during 
and after the Reformation. From 2011-2014, the project brought together leading scholars to 
examine the evolution of the idea of religious liberty. Freedom of Religion is also closely 
associated with separation of church and state, a concept advocated by Colonial founders, such 
as Roger Williams,  and later founding fathers James Madison and Thomas Jefferson. 
 Why is Religious Freedom so important? Religious culture is a defining attribute of the 
United States of America, and today almost 90% of Americans say that religion is at least 
“somewhat important” in their everyday lives. James Madison wrote in his 1786 “Memorial and 
Remonstrance”. “This duty is precedent , both in order of time and in degree of obligation, to the 
claims of civil society.”  
 The model of religious liberty brilliantly designed by Madison is central to the success of 
the American experiment. I believe that Religious Freedom is important, because without it, so 
many people would get hurt, or maybe even killed, just because they believe in something 
different than everyone else, and I don’t think that’s very fair. No one should be forced to believe 
anything.  For example, without Freedom of Religion, if you were a Catholic, but your friend was 
a Buddhist, you probably wouldn’t be able to be friends. 
 I think Religious Freedom, is something that we all take for granted sometimes, because 
we really don’t understand how special it is. As Americans, we all have rights. Freedom of 
Speech, the right to vote, and many more, but I think that Freedom of Religion is one of the 
most important ones of them all.  
 


