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SUNDAY MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 pm SPV 
 6:00 pm SJ 
 

Sunday 8:00 am SJ (EF) 
 8:30 am SPV 
                             10:00 am SJ 

DAILY MASSES 

SACRAMENT OF 

RECONCILIATION 

Tuesday 8:00 am SPV 
Wednesday 5:00 pm SJ 
Thursday 8:30 am SJ 
Friday 8:00 am SPV 
 

First Friday 7:00 pm SJ (EF) 

Saturday 3:00 pm SPV 
 5:30 pm SJ 

EUCHARISTIC 

ADORATION 
Thursday   9:00 am—5:00 pm  SJ 
Friday         8:30 am—7:00 pm  SPV 

ST. PIUS V 

ST. JOSEPH 

Website:  www.stpiusvcf.org 
Office Hours:  Monday-Friday 
                             9:00 am-2:00 pm 

Website:  www.stjosephmiesville.com 
Office Hours:  Monday-Friday 
                             9:00 am-1:00 pm 



Forgiveness X 77 
Mehmet Ali Agca wanted very much to attend Pope 
John Paul II’s funeral, but he could not.  His jailers 
refused to grant him the kind of “compassionate 
leave” they might of allowed for a family member’s 
death.  Mehmet was nobody’s favorite kind of 
prisoner.  He was serving a prison sentence in Turkey, 

which had extradited him from Italy after he served nineteen years in 
prison there.  The reason for his conviction in Italy was for his attempt to 
assassinate the pope in 1981.  John Paul II not only made a trip to the 
prison to offer the man who shot forgiveness, he also kept in touch with 
Mehmet and with his family until he died in April of 2005. 
 

Few of us are called to forgive such a monstrous offense as an attempt of 
our lives.  I am sure those directly impacted by the 9/11 attacks would 
have a tough time forgiving Osama Bin-Laden, especially when we just 
observed another anniversary of that tragic event.  Most of us, though, 
have at some time or another with the need to forgive someone who has 
hurt us pretty badly, and all of us must put aside the small hurts and 
irritations that constantly come our way. 
 

This weekend’s readings stress that forgiving hearts are what God wants 
most for us.  In the first reading from the book of Sirach, Sirach asks, 
“Could anyone nourish anger against another and expect healing from the 
Lord?  Could anyone refuse mercy to another like himself, can he seek 
pardon for his sins?” 
 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus answers Peter’s question about how often we are 
to forgive.  On this occasion, Peter must have thought that he was being 
generous.  He asked Jesus how often he ought to forgive someone, and 
then answered his own question by suggesting that he should forgive 
seven times. 
 

Now Peter did not pull that number out of thin air.  It was Rabbinic 
teaching that a person must forgive another three times.  The biblical 
proof of that comes from the book of the prophet Amos.  In the opening 
chapters of Amos, there is a series of condemnations on the various 
nations that start out, “for three transgressions and for four.”  From this, it 
was deduced that God’s forgiveness extends to three offenses and that he 
visits the sinner with punishment on the fourth.  It was not to be thought 
that people could be more gracious than God, so forgiveness was limited 
to three times.  
 

Peter thought that he was going very far, for he takes the Rabbinic 
teaching of three times, multiplies it by two, adds one for good measure, 
for a total of seven times.  Peter expected to be warmly commended.  But 
Jesus’ answered, “I say to you not seven times but seventy-seven times.”  
Jesus was not speaking literally.  Our forgiveness must be complete and 
limitless.  We should not keep a running tally, saying someone: “This is 
the seventy-seventh time I you offended me; next time you are asking for 
trouble.” 
 

(continued on page 3) 

2 From Father Terry 

Please Pray For 
Kaye Fischer, Donny Waltz II, 
Mike Klimek, Mary Kay Hoffman, 
Greg Denn, Dee Ashton, Kory 
Kochevar, Tony Godfrey, Don 

Totzke, Dick Collins, Roger Kimmes, Larry 
Rehder, Loren Jacobson, Dan Williams, Dick 
Laliberti, Jim Welt, Rick Buranen, Jason Hart, 
Fr. Leonard, Gary Cater, John Doerner, 
Marguerite Judge, Diane Schiller, Jerome 
Blazevic, Denny Gianoli, Kyle Otte, Wally 
Stoffel, Colleen Moline, Croix Preble, Henrick 
Raway, Loretta Lee, Bill Bogenrief, Louise 
Wagner, Pam Peine, Deacon Kevin, Tim 
DeGross, Karen Horsch, Mary Kimmes 
If you know someone that would appreciate 
prayers for their health and wellness, please call 
me at the office.  Thank You. 

Readings & Observances 
for the Week 

September  

SUNDAY 

17 
1st Reading  Sir 27:30--28:7 
2nd Reading  Rom 14:7-9 
Gospel   Mt 18:21-35 
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Catechetical Sunday 

MONDAY 

18 
1st Reading  1 Tm 2:1-8 
Gospel  Lk 7:1-10 

TUESDAY 

19 
1st Reading  1 Tm 3:1-13 
Gospel  Lk 7:11-17 
St. Januarius, Bishop and Martyr 

WEDNESDAY 

20 
1st Reading  1 Tm 3:14-16 
Gospel  Lk 7:31-35 
Sts. Andrew Kim Tae-gon,  
  Priest, and Paul Ch?ng Ha-sang, 
and Companions, Martyrs 

THURSDAY 

21 
1st Reading  Eph 4:1-7, 11-13 
Gospel  Mt 9:9-13 
St. Matthew, Apostle and  
    Evangelist 

FRIDAY 

22 
1st Reading  1 Tm 6:2c-12 
Gospel  Lk 8:1-3 

SATURDAY 

23 
1st Reading  1 Tm 6:13-16 
Gospel  Lk 8:4-15 
St. Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest; 
First full day of autumn 

SUNDAY 

24 
1st Reading  Is 55:6-9 
2nd Reading  Phil 1:20c- 
                          24, 27a/ 
Gospel  Mt 20:1-16a 
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 



Father Stanley Rother 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Father Stanley Rother, the 
Oklahoma-born martyr who 
served as a priest in Guatemala, 
will be beatified in Oklahoma 
City September 23, 2017. 
 

The beatification announcement 
was made by the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City on March 13. Fr. 
Rother was a priest of the 
archdiocese. The beatification 
Mass will take place at 10 am at the 
Cox Convention Center. 
 

In December 2016, Pope Francis 
officially acknowledged Fr. Rother’s 
martyrdom, making him the first 
recognized martyr to have been 
born in the United States. 
 

The beatification will be co-hosted 
by Fr. Christopher Brashears from 
the Diocese of Oklahoma, where 
Fr. Rother was born, and Fr. 
Charles Connor, STL, Ph.D. Father 
Connor not only teaches at Mount 
St. Mary's, the Seminary which Fr. 
Rother attended, but also hosts 
EWTN's upcoming documentary, 
"Fr. Stanley Rother – American 
Martyr." To understand why Fr. 
Rother is being beatified, tune in to 
this important documentary, 
premiering on EWTN at 12:00 pm, 
Monday, Sept 18, and encores at  
7 pm, Friday, Sept 22, the night 
before his beatification. (Find 
EWTN at www.ewtn.com/
channelfinder.) 
 

Fr. Stanley Rother’s grandfather 
Frank and Lois (Rother) Bauer & 
Raynard Rother’s grandfather 
Charles were brothers. 

(continued from page 2) 
 
 

Forgiving is always possible, but no one said it was easy.  God does not ask 
impossible things of us.  God knows full well just what we are capable of 
and what our limits are.  But still, forgiving someone is difficult.  There is 
often not much external reward for forgiving. 
 

Forgiveness itself is not just a feeling, or condescension, or righteousness.  
It is not conditional: “I will forgive you if apologize or change or make 
amends.”  Forgiveness is a decision.  That decision is a first step.  What 
happens next depends on the individual.  Forgiveness is showing mercy not 
only when there is an excuse for what was done, but even when the injury 
was deliberate.  If we hang on to our hurts they will eventually destroy us.  
We can only let go of them by forgiving others as God forgives us.   
Forgiveness is from the heart, not an offering that is grudging. 
 

Forgiveness is accepting people as they are: the child for being awkward, 
the spouse for being a klutz, the relative for being noisy, the friend for  
always being late.  Forgiveness is taking a risk—making oneself vulnerable.  
That may be easy once or twice, but after we get burned several times, we 
can become skeptical and cautious.  Overcoming the fear of being hurt 
again is the price of love.  Some would call it foolishness, but to renew a 
commitment to even to a friend betrayed my trust is to trust myself to  
handle being hurt again.  Forgiveness is graciously accepting an apology.  
Forgiveness is a way of living.  Forgiveness is choosing to love.  It takes the 
hurt, acknowledges the problem, accepts the person, and goes on from 
there.  John Paul knew all too well.  He chose to put the shooting behind 
him and love Mehmet. 
 

Consider the alterative.  Without forgiveness, we condemn ourselves to live 
in resentment or guilt.  Without forgiveness, these feelings will deepen and 
harden.  Instead of human fellowship, there will be separate human prisons.  
When someone injures us and we hold onto the hurt, we cannot love.   
We wall off that person from ourselves and, to some extent, others too.  

 

  Forgiveness frees the  
  forgiver—and the person who 
  accepts the forgiveness—to 
  love and to grow.  It heals  
  relationships and heals the 
  spirit.  It takes the sting out of 
  what memory may remain. 
 

  To err is human, to forgive  
  divine.  Let our celebration of 
  the Eucharist remind us that 
  Jesus died with a word of  
  forgiveness on his lips.  His 
  sacrifice has won  
  reconciliation for us with God, 
  and opened the way for us to 
  seek reconciliation with one 
  another.—TB 

Living as Disciples 3 

Fr. Terry’s Weekly Appointments: 
Monday: Day Off  
Tuesday: 8:00 AM Mass (St. Pius)  
 11:00 AM RCIA 
 5:30 PM Finance Committee (St Pius) 
 7:00 PM Pastoral Council (St Pius) 
Wednesday 10:30 AM Pilgrimage Mass (WI) 
 2:00 PM Mass (Twin Rivers) 

5:00 PM Mass (St Joe’s) 
6:00 PM Confirm Int. (St. Joes) 
7:00 PM Marriage Prep (St. Joes) 

Thursday 8:30 AM Mass (St. Joe’s) 
Friday:  8:00 AM Mass (St Pius) 
Saturday: 3:00 PM Confessions (St. Pius) 

4:00 PM Mass (St. Pius) 
5:30 PM Confessions (St. Joe’s)  
6:00 PM Mass (St. Joe’s) 

Sunday: 8:30 AM Mass (St. Pius) 
10:00 AM Mass (St. Joes) 

 11:00AM Vermillion Fall Festival 

http://www.ewtn.com/channelfinder
http://www.ewtn.com/channelfinder


 We still need a few Catechists 
before classes start September 27. 
Grade 4 and Grade 8 and for 
Sunday, Children’s Liturgy of the 
Word. Please consider teaching our 
faith to the youth and children. 
Contact Cindy for more info. 
 

The Youth Leadership Team is 
accepting applications for PULSE. 
Applications can be picked up in 
the file holder by the elevator and 
main entrance—or download on 
the website under Youth Ministry 
tab.  Applications due by Sunday, 
October 1.  Interviews will take 
place in early October and a date 
will be selected for Installation 
Mass. Please pass this info on to 
your youth. Need to be in the 
Confirmation Program (grade 9-10) 
or older– through seniors to apply.  
Grade 8 can apply and be shadows 
the first year. 
 

It is time to register for 
the Tuesday November 
6 Chocolate, Cheese and 
Wine Pallet Painting 

event $30 Sponsored by our 
Council of Catholic Women.   
See flyer enclosed.  
 

Mark your calendars for an 
Advent Play featuring the Emmy 
Nominated Actor—Frank 
Runyeon. Frank lives in California 
with his family and will come to  
St. Pius V to perform “The 3 1/2 
Stories of Christmas” Saturday, 
December 16, 7 pm . Tickets will go 
on sale soon! Watch for more 
information. This is a family friendly 
play and the tickets will make great 
gifts! Proceeds benefit the youth 
programs. See flyer in bulletin. 
 

Thank you to everyone that came 
to the cemetery September 11 to 
help with the markers.  
 

RCIA classes are starting, if you 
are interested, please call the office 
as soon as possible. 

Nic Davidson will be at St. Pius V 
Wednesday, October 4 at 7 pm.  
His message will be on Chastity 
and appropriate for grades 6 and 
up.  All (including adults) are 
welcome to attend.  This wonderful 
presentation was made possible by 
a grant from Catholic United. 
 

We will be cleaning the church 
after the 8:00 am Mass Tuesday, 
September 19.  There will be much 
to do after the Fall Festival.  Many 
hands make light work. 
 

CCW is sponsoring a drop off for 
clean unlabeled pill bottles and 
used sheets & pillow cases in good 
condition to be sent to Haiti.  
Please place in the basket near the 
Parish Office.   

4 St Pius V 

PARISH STAFF 
Parish Office  507-263-2578 
Emergency #  651-229-5189 

Pastor:         Fr. Terry Beeson 
           stogie928@hotmail.com 

Deacon:              Kevin Downie 
  507-202-5304 deacon.kmd@gmail.com 

Business Administrator:      BJ Peters 
                   spvparish@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant:    Mary Waldschmidt  
      spvparishoffice@gmail.com 
Faith Formation Coordinator/Youth Ministry: 
             Cindy Meyers 
              spvcfyouth@gmail.com 
Music Director:       Sue Franke-Clark 
Building & Maintenance:     Shawn Carpenter 
                   spvmaint@gmail.com 
Prayer Network:                 Call the parish office 

ST PIUS V PARISH CALENDAR 
Sunday, September 17 
 10:00 am Mass for †Eleanor Bohnert 
 11:00-4:00 pm Fall Festival 
Monday, September 18 
Tuesday, September 19 
 7:15 am Liturgy of the Hour 
 8:00 am Mass for †Fr Stanley Rother 
 5:30 pm Finance Council 
 6:30 pm Intercessory Prayer Group 
 6:30 pm Baptism Class *pre-register 
 7:00 pm Parish Council 
Wednesday, September 20 
 7 am-7:00 pm Pilgrimage to Lacrosse 
 9 am-2 pm Parish Office Closed 
 2:00 pm Mass at Twin Rivers 
Thursday, September 21 
 8:30 am-11:30 am Quilting Group 
Friday, September 22 
 8:00 am Mass for † Ellen Gall 
 8:30 am—6:00 pm Eucharistic Adoration 
 9:00 am Homebound Communion 
Saturday, September 23 
 3:00 pm Reconciliation 
 4:00 pm  Mass for Deacon Kevin Downie  
Sunday, September 24 
 8:30 am Mass for SPV Catechists 
  &Helpers 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 
Friday, September 22 
Homebound Ministers Diane Pagel, 
 Diane Barrett—NH 
 

Saturday, September 23 4:00 pm 
Lector Bob Wernimont 
Servers Open, Open 
Eucharistic Ministers Regina Wernimont, 
 Val Dockter, Morris& Audrey Mattson, 
 Gabi Falk, Kathleen Mason 
Ushers Pat Island, Gery Peine, Bob Rahman 
Greeters Paul Althoff, Marlene Banks 
  

Sunday, September 24 8:30 am 
Lector Dan Williams 
Servers Christopher, Jessica & 
 Nathan Baszuro 
Eucharistic Ministers Diane Barrett, 
 Pam Beach, Marian Beissel, 
 Helena Byrne, Paulette Conway, 
 Mary Dibble, Ed Gergen 
Ushers Dustin Hensley, Ed Lorentz, 
 Regan Miller 
GreetersCarole Schroeder, Danelle Breuer 

Upcoming Events 
September 

20 Pilgrimage to Lacrosse 
27  Faith Formation starts 

October 
 4 Nic Davidson on Chastity 
15 Last day to order Gerten’s 
             Christmas Flowers & Greens 
28 Truck for Appalachia at 
 Olive Hupf Farm 

November 
7 CCW Pallet Painting 



It’s Super Raffle 
season again!  

Weekend sales will 
begin September 30, 
but tickets are already 

available in the office during the 
week.  Interested in helping with 
our biggest fundraiser?  Stop by the 
office and pick up a stack of tickets 
for off-site sales. The Chicken 
Dinner and drawing is November 5. 
 

Living Stones Project 
102 Pledges totaling $164,584!! 
Thank you to everyone who has 
pledged!  We have received over 
half of the amount pledged totaling 
$91,734.  We appreciate your 
generosity and it’s never too late to 
PLEDGE!  Thank you! 
 

The Fall issue of Catholic Extension’s 
magazine explores the vital role of 
women religious in mission dioceses 
as they reach out to the poor and 
marginalized to evangelize, mentor 
and provide pastoral care.  Pick up a 
free copy at the entry ways. 

See inserted flyer about Fr Stanley Rother 
 
 

Most Rev. Harry J. Flynn, D.D., 
Former Rector, Mount St. Mary's 
Seminary, said Father Rother told 
him, "If I stay there and speak, I 
will be deported or killed." 
However, after much prayer, 
Father Rother would tell the 
Rector: "I know what I must do." 
(Fr Rother’s great-grandparents, 
Franz Rother & Catherina (Klein) 
Rother  are buried in the  
St. Mary’s, New Trier cemetery. 

Saint Joseph 5 

 ST. JOSEPH 
PARISH CALENDAR 

Sunday, September 17 
  8:00 am Extraordinary Form of the Mass 
  for Helen Schoenfelder † 
 10:00 am  Mass for Bill Freiermuth† 
Monday, September 18 
Tuesday, September 19 
Wednesday, September 20 
 5:00 pm Mass for Marie Lorenz† 
Thursday, September 21 
 8:30 am Mass for Dcn John T. Morgan† 
 9:00 am—5:00 pm Eucharistic Adoration  
Friday, September 22 
Saturday, September 23 
 5:30 –5:45 pm Reconciliation 
 6:00 pm  Mass for Lucia Clark 
Sunday, September 24 
   8:00 am Extraordinary Form of the Mass 
  for Jacob Bourbeau 
 10:00 am  Mass for a special intention 
  Blessing of Catechists & Parents 
  Donut Sunday 

PARISH STAFF 
Parish Office  651-437-3526 
Emergency #  651-229-5189 

Pastor:                         Fr. Terry Beeson  ext. 11 
                                      stogie928@hotmail.com 
Deacon:                                        Kevin Downie 
  507-202-5304         deacon.kmd@gmail.com 
Business Administrator:            Patti Brown 
                       ext. 10      stjosephm@embarqmail.com 
Faith Formation Director:       Cathy Roche 
                    ext. 24  caroche@embarqmail.com 
Youth Minister:                         Norma Berens 
                                noberens@embarqmail.com 
Music Director:                            Heidi Mace 
                                  hemace@embarqmail.com 
Buildings Maintenance:                  Nick Ries 
Custodian:                                       Mike Otto 
Cemeterian:                              Rebecca Susag 

COLLECTION 
September 10, 2017 

Envelopes & Plate .......................... $4,378.25 
Hurricane collection ..................... $2,654.00 
 
Weekly Projection ........................ $4,327.00 
This week’s difference .......................+$51.25 
Projected year to date ................. $47,597.00 
Collected year to date ................ $44,195.06 
Under year to date ......................... $3,401.94 
 

Thank you very much! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 
20 & 27—9th grade Initial  
                     Interviews  
24—Faith Formation Kick-off:  
          Blessing of Catechist & Parents 
         Donuts following the Mass 
27—2nd Grade Sacramental Prep 
         Parent meeting 5:30 pm 
         Class: 7:15-8:30pm (Gr 6-10)  
 

Faith Formation registration 
forms are available in the parish 
hall and on the parish website. 
Classes begin:  
Wednesday, September 27: 
                 for Grades 6-10 
Wednesday, October 4:  
                 for Grades K-5 
 

Catechists are needed for grades 
Kindergarten, 4th & 6th. Catechist 
aids and substitutes are needed for 
most grades. Please consider sharing 
the gift of your Catholic faith with 
our young people. Team teaching is 
also available if you cannot commit 
to weekly teaching. If interested or 
want more info, please contact 
Cathy Roche at 651-437-3526 ext 
24 or email caroche@embarqmail.com 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 
Saturday, September 23 6:00 pm 
Lector Ann Vieths 
Eucharistic Ministers  Judy Foley, 
 Wayne Kieffer & Richard Roche 
Ushers  Adam Nord & Tim Niebur 
Servers  Tegan Johnson & Alex Mace 
Rosary Leader Carol Leifeld 
 

Sunday, September 24 10:00 am 
Lector  Brian Molitor 
Eucharistic Ministers Nick Ries, 
 Harry Roberts & Dan Rohr 
Ushers  Reinardy Family 
Servers  Joseph & William Howell 

mailto:caroche@embarqmail.com


 

ALPHA 
is…….. 
Alpha Is: 
  An 
opportunity to 
experience a new and deeper life in 
Christ through a personal 
encounter with him. 
 

  An opportunity to explore life 
and the Christian faith in a friendly, 
open and informal environment, 
with three key things in common 
each week: food, a talk and good 
conversation. No cost to participate. 
 

WHERE:  
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish 
2035 15th St. W, Hastings, MN 
 

WHEN:  Monday, September 18, 
6:00 pm.  Just come and see if 
ALPHA is for you! 
For more info on ALPHA, go to the 
www.seasparish.org to click on the 
big red question mark or contact 
Jill Skaife at 651-437-4254 or 
jskaife@seasparish.org 
 

GriefShare, a grief support group, 
will begin a new session Monday, 
September 25 at First Covenant 
Church, Red Wing from 7:00-8:30 
pm.  Call Susan at 651-388-4109 or 
www.griefshare.org to register or 
come the first night. 
 
 

Unlocking Mystery Bible 
Adult Bible Study 

By Jeff Cavins & Sarah Christmyer 
September 25—November 13 

8:30 am—10:00 am 
 

St. Pius V ~ Lower Level 
Facilitator:  Bill Larson 
Cost:  $20 
Registration:  Contact Bill Larson 
at 507-263-5696 or 
wmlarson@rconnect.com 
 

Make sense of the Bible and see 
how it relates to your everyday  

The VIRTUS session scheduled 
for September 5th at St. Pius V in 
Cannon Falls has been changed to 
Tuesday, September 26. All adults 
interested in volunteering for Faith 
Formation or Youth Ministry this 
year, who have not had VIRTUS 
training should consider attending 
this session. Contact Cathy Roche 
for registration information.  
 

Save the Date 
St. Mary's Blood Drive 

in New Trier  
Church Hall  

Monday, October 9 

55th Annual 

Barbecue 
Chicken 

Sunday, October 8 
Serving  

11 am - 2 pm 
 

Public Welcome 
 

Take Out & Drive Through 
$10 & $3 for kids 12 and under 

For a Delicious Home Cooked Meal 
for the Entire Family at 

 

St. Joseph Church 
7th Street   Red Wing, MN 

Sponsored by Knights of Columbus 

6 Our Parish Community 

http://www.seasparish.org
mailto:jskaife@seasparish.org
http://www.griefshare.org


St. Pius V ~ Cannon Falls                                        St. Joseph ~ Miesville 
    Cindy Meyers                                                                                       Norma Berens 

      spvcfyouth@gmail.com                                          noberens@embarqmail.com 
 
 
 

Youth News  7 

Students ready for school to 
start! 

These pre-kindergarten students 
were excited to begin the school year 
last week at St. John the Baptist 
School-Vermillion. Their schoolwork 
included making many new friends 
and then practicing circles and  
diagonal, horizontal, and vertical 
lines – all necessary in forming  
beautiful letters. They also reviewed 
the many things that start with the 
letter A. 





Father Stanley Rother, the Oklahoma-born martyr who 
served as a priest in Guatemala, will be beatified in  

Oklahoma City September 23, 2017. 
 

The beatification announcement was made by the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City on March 13. Fr. Rother was a priest of the 
archdiocese. The beatification Mass will take place at 10 am at 
the Cox Convention Center. 
 

In December 2016, Pope Francis officially acknowledged  
Fr. Rother’s martyrdom, making him the first recognized  
martyr to have been born in the United States.  Fr. Rother was 
from the unassuming town of Okarche, Oklahoma, where the 

parish, school and farm were the pillars of community life. He went to the same school his whole life and lived 
with his family until he left for seminary. 
 

Surrounded by good priests and a vibrant parish life, Stanley felt God calling him to the priesthood from a young 
age. But despite a strong calling, Stanley would struggle in the seminary, failing several classes and even out of one 
seminary before graduating from Mount St. Mary's seminary in Maryland. 
 

Hearing of Stanely’s struggles, Sister Clarissa Tenbrick, his 5th grade teacher, wrote him to offer encouragement, 
reminding him that the patron of all priests, St. John Vianney, also struggled in seminary.  “Both of them were 
simple men who knew they had a call to the priesthood and then had somebody empower them so that they could 
complete their studies and be priests,” Maria Scaperlanda, author of The Shepherd Who Didn't Run, a biography 
of the martyr, told CNA in an interview last year. 
 

“And they brought a goodness, simplicity and generous heart with them in (everything) they did.”  When Stanley 
was still in seminary, St. John XXIII asked the Churches of North America to send assistance and establish  
missions in Central America. Soon after, the dioceses of Oklahoma City and Tulsa established a mission in  
Santiago Atitlan in Guatemala, a poor rural community of mostly indigenous people.  A few years after he was  
ordained, Fr. Stanley accepted an invitation to join the mission team, where he would spend the next 13 years of 
his life.  When he arrived to the mission, the Tz'utujil Mayan Indians in the village had no native equivalent for 
Stanley, so they took to calling him Padre Francisco, after his baptismal name of Francis.  The work ethic  
Fr. Stanley learned on his family’s farm would serve him well in this new place. As a mission priest, he was called 
on not just to say Mass, but to fix the broken truck or work the fields. He built a farmers' co-op, a school, a  
hospital, and the first Catholic radio station, which was used for catechesis to the even more remote villages. 

“What I think is tremendous is how God doesn't waste any details,” Scaper-
landa said. “That same love for the land and the small town where everybody 
helps each other, all those things that he learned in Okarche is exactly what 
he needed when he arrived in Santiago.”  The beloved Padre Francisco was 
also known for his kindness, selflessness, joy and attentive presence among 
his parishioners. Dozens of pictures show giggling children running after 
Padre Francisco and grabbing his hands, Scaperlanda said. 
 

“It was Father Stanley’s natural disposition to share the labor with them, to 
break bread with them, and celebrate life with them, that made the  

community in Guatemala say of Father Stanley, ‘he was our priest,’” she said.  Over the years, the violence of the 
Guatemalan civil war inched closer to the once-peaceful village. Disappearances, killings and danger soon became 
a part of daily life, but Fr. Stanley remained steadfast and supportive of his people. 
 

In 1980-1981, the violence escalated to an almost unbearable point. Fr. Stanley was constantly seeing friends and 
parishioners abducted or killed. In a letter to Oklahoma Catholics during what would be his last Christmas, the 
priest relayed to the people back home the dangers his mission parish faced daily.  “The reality is that we are in 
danger. But we don’t know when or what form the government will use to further repress the Church…. Given the 
situation, I am not ready to leave here just yet… But if it is my destiny that I should give my life here, then so be 
it.... I don’t want to desert these people, and that is what will be said, even after all these years. There is still a lot 
of good that can be done under the circumstances.” 

https://www.amazon.com/Shepherd-Who-Didnt-Run-Oklahoma/dp/1612789153/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1480703899&sr=8-1&keywords=the+shepherd+who+didn%27t+run


He ended the letter with what would become his signature quote: 
 

“The shepherd cannot run at the first sign of danger. Pray for us that we may be a sign of the love of Christ for 
our people, that our presence among them will fortify them to endure these sufferings in preparation for the 
coming of the Kingdom.” 
In January 1981, in immediate danger and his name on a death list, Fr. Stanley did return to Oklahoma for a few 
months. But as Easter approached, he wanted to spend Holy Week with his people in Guatemala. 
 

“Father Stanley could not abandon his people,” Scaperlanda said. “He made a point of returning to his Guatemala 
parish in time to celebrate Holy Week with his parishioners that year – and ultimately was killed for living out his 
Catholic faith.”  The morning of July 28, 1981, three Ladinos, the non-indigenous men who had been fighting the  
native people and rural poor of Guatemala since the 1960s, broke into Fr. Rother's rectory. They wished to  
disappear him, but he refused. Not wanting to endanger the others at the parish mission, he struggled but did not 
call for help. Fifteen minutes and two gunshots later, Father Stanley was dead and the men fled the mission 
grounds.  Scaperlanda, who has worked on Fr. Stanley’s cause for canonization, said the priest is a great witness 
and example: “He fed the hungry, sheltered the homeless, visited the sick, comforted the afflicted, bore wrongs  
patiently, buried the dead – all of it.” 
 

His life is also a great example of ordinary people being called to do extraordinary things for God, she said. 
“(W)hat impacted me the most about Father Stanley’s life was how ordinary it was!” she said. 
“I love how simply Oklahoma City’s Archbishop Paul Coakley states it: ‘We need the witness of holy men and 
women who remind us that we are all called to holiness – and that holy men and women come from ordinary places 
like Okarche, Oklahoma,’” she said. 
 

“Although the details are different, I believe the call is the same – and the challenge is also the same. Like Father 
Stanley, each of us is called to say ‘yes’ to God with our whole heart. We are all asked to see the Other standing  
before us as a child of God, to treat them with respect and a generous heart,” she added. 
“We are called to holiness – whether we live in Okarche, Oklahoma, or New York City or Guatemala City.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Most Rev. Harry J. Flynn, D.D., Former Rector, Mount St. Mary's Seminary, said Father Rother told him, "If I stay 
there and speak, I will be deported or killed." However, after much prayer, Father Rother would tell the Rector:  
"I know what I must do." 
 

His body lies in Oklahoma, but as the documentary declares, "his heart is enshrined in the church of Santiago  
Atitlan and lives on through the lives of his parishioners." Don't miss EWTN's documentary for the full story or the 
beatification, which assures us that life is never over, it simply changes.  To understand why Fr. Rother is being  
beatified, tune in to this important documentary, premiering on EWTN at 12:00 pm, Monday, Sept 18, and encores 
at 7 pm, Friday, Sept 22, the night before his beatification. (Find EWTN at www.ewtn.com/channelfinder.) 
 

(Msgr. Greg Schaffer served in a neighboring mission in Guatemala and was a friend of Fr Stanley Rother.  It  
wasn't until they were in Guatemala that they realized that both of their forefathers settled in New Trier.   
Fr Rother’s great-grandparents, Franz Rother & Catherina (Klein) Rother  are buried in the St. Mary’s, New Trier cemetery.  
Among the Rother relatives in this area are Lois (Rother) Bauer and Raynard Rother, their grandfather Charles is a 
brother to Fr. Stanley Rother’s grandfather Frank.) 
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